
TANAGRA TATAO, 

Character Genericus. 

Rojlrum conicum, acuminatum, emarginatum, 

ball fubtrigonum, apice declive. 

Lin. Syji. Nat. p. 313. 

Character Specific us. 

TANAGRA violacea, dorfo nigro, uropygio ful- 

vo, capite viridi, pe£lore alifque violaceis. 

Lin. Syji. Nat. p. 315. 

Nefcio an hac plumas habeat aliqua avis fplendidi- 

ores. Poffunt fane Trochili, aliarumqae nonnullarum 

colores, figillatim infpefti magis nitefcerc; vix tamen 

alii avi obtigit tanta lucidarum plumarum varietas. 

Guianum incolit in America Auftrali pulcherrima haec 

avicula. Faeminae etpullis pallidior eft color; fitetiam 

interdum ut avis adulta dilferat paulum colore alia ab 

alia. Cantu plane caret; quod illi cum multis aliis re- 

giones calidiores incolentibus commune eft: dicamus 

igitur cum elegantiffimo fabularum fcriptore, (Si vocem 

baberes nulla prior ales foret.' 

B 



THE 

PARADISE T A N A G R A. 

Generic Character. 

Bill conical, acuminated, a little inclining to* 

wards the point, upper mandible nightly 

ridged, and notched near the end. 

Linnaus and Pennant.—Clafs, Pafferes. 

Specific Character. 

VIOLACEOUS TANAGRA, with the back 

black, the rump orange, head green, bread 

and wings violet-blue. 

Lin. Syjl. Nat. p. 

Le SEPTICOLOR. 

Buff. Oif. vol. IV. p. 279. pi. 13, 

TITMOUSE of PARADISE. 

Edw. pi. 349, 

It may be doubted whether in the whole feathered 

tribe there exifts a bird of gayer plumage than this. 

In the Humming-birds and fome others, there are in¬ 

deed hill more vivid hues, if lingly conlidcred ; but 

fcarce any bird yet known difplays fuch a combination 

of lively colours. This fplendid little creature is arv 

inhabitant of Guiana in South America. The female 

is fomewhat lefs brilliant in colour, as is alfo the cafe 

with 







with thofe which have not yet attained their full age; 

it likewife happens that fome flight varieties occafion- 

ally take place in the colours of the full-growm birds. 

Like many of the gay birds of the hotter climates, it 

is deftitute of fong. In the words of the elegant fabu- 

lift, we may apply to it, ‘Si vocem haberec, nulla prior 

ales foret.' 


